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Rec*d Aug Z1 1961 


August 18, 1961 



The Hon. S. Symington 
Senate Building 
Washington. D. C. 


iiear Senator: 

1 read an article in TRUE Magasine, June 1961 
Edition pertaining to Russia’s early attempts to 
launch an astronaut. 

The article written by Mr. James Mills tells how 
Alex Ledonsky was killed at Kapustin Yar in 1957. 
Serenty Schibarin was killed the following February 
and in January 1959 Aadrei Mitikov who was killed 
shortly after launching. 

i 

I am interested to know if this is true and has 
it been officklly recorded as true by the government 
of the United States. 

I 

Very truly your a, 

i 

I /s/ Leo C. Koenig 

I ■ Leo C. Koenig 

STAT ’ 
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STAT 


'^trx-Heb 

August 21, 1961 

From: Mr. Leo C, Koenig 


Respectfully referred to 

Hon. Allen W. Dulles 
Director of Cento Intelligence 


for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure . 


GPO I6-73M7-1 


By direction .6 



Stuart Symingtj^n U. S. 


S. 
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5 SEP 1961 


BRIEF FOR: Acting Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT; Senator Symington's Letter re Soviet 
Cosmonauts 


Attached for your signature is a response to 
Senator Symington with respect to a query from one 
of his constituents as to the validity of a TRUE magazine 
article identifying Soviet cosmonauts who had been killed 
during space launchings. The names are the same as 


those which had previously appeared in Drew Pearson's 
column earlier this year. 


HERBERT SCOVlLLE, JR. 


Assistant Director 
Scientific Intelligence 


Attachment : 

Letter to Senator Symington 


STAT 
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SE 


BHIirjr Actfag Ctr*et«>r af 

SUBJECT? Saattfcwr S'rmiagt«a*a r« 

CeamoMiatc 


AtteeiMMl far your algaatar* U « raa^eaM to 
Symington vmh rosp^ to o ^ry obo 
9i Eto eoaatttoMio no to tka omlid^y of o TRUE 
ortido Ulonttfylng Soviot ceomonooto nAo ko 4 lioo& kUlod 


4«riog opoco loottcktago« Tio sosmio msm tha oomo &a 


tEooo obtdi ltt4 parovfmly oppoarod bt Draw Fmom'o 
ealmao oarllor thio ym*, 


HERBERT SCOVILUE, JR. 
Aoolotoat l>troctor 
Sciontiflc JatoUigmco 


AttocJtmoati 

I^ottor to SoBotox* SymlagtOB 


QSi/OAD/ r \ -M H 1 (5 Sop 6U 

Distrtbtitl(»: 

2 <• Addrosoee i * DDCX I • BO/1 1 * Escoc Rog. 

2 - QAD/SX 1 - SVB/OMD I - GMD/SI ! - I-og Caol 


? t9St 


STAT 


STAT 
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STAT 


OSI/OAO/[ 


3ld/[ 


Oistriholioa: 2 • Addr«ase« STAT 
1 - DCI i - Caal 
1 - ODCl 1 - OAD/F 
1 - DD/I 2 - SVB/GMC 

1 - Eacac 

2 9 QAJD/Sl 1 - GMD/SI V 


fV'/ 


ilaBic»rabl« S^aait SymlagUw 
iU^Nw S»aa,la 
Waaliifa^oa 2f, €, 

CNtair Saaatiar 

w»k ralarawe* to iko £rom yoat oaaitii^Mnt, 

M*. HoMtlf, «• lMV« ao aiWlHiwMi 1 hmfmd 

t» I3m %mo -Iui 4 Comiattfo 

•arty i» May. w# taatiai ii ta Mim Om iavtata 

ao mmtma4 ajpaW yrlar to Hm Gai^la 

fillip* 


llw talorxaattoa ta Oia ai^ida allaM to l>y 
M». iy , oaa% la a tawffar to iaton^toa ta aottolaa ^ 
Ja«lE Ajt^af aaa aai^^l^aar Paataait AyoU aa4 A,say 

of tola yaaa. Al Mttoaa aatt^aa ayyar to atosc from 
totoraaatiaa rato^^ hf too ttalian Hawa AfaBcy» 
Ciwalnaati ia, to Doaombav !fS9. w4toaa ao toaaott 
to MIm asty of toam to W valid. 

I Staoitii^f \ 

/ 

I Enclosure: Letter to Senator Symington 
: from Mr. Leo C. K,6enig 

C. F. Ctoall 

I C«MHtaai» ilSAjr 

I l!>taitotox‘ 


STAir 

i 


I 

i 


! 


CONGPHRENCagg: 

STAT 


eace 

S E P J 
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unclassified 1 I CONFIDENTIAL [_ SECRET J 


CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 


TO 

NAME AND ADDRESS 

INITIALS 

DATE 

1 

A-cting 

Deputy Director /Intelligence 

L 


n i-TiTK" 

2 

3 

Legislative Couns 
Inspector General 

el /CtiXT 


8 Sep 6^ 

231 Admin 

~0 

L 



T 

Acting Director of Central In 

;elligence 


1 

5 





6 





■ 

ACTION 


DIRECT REPLY 


PREPARE REPLY 



APPROVAL 


DISPATCH 


RECOMMENDATION 



COMMENT 


FILE 


RETURN 


CONCURRENCE 


information 


SIGNATURE 

1^. 



Remarks : 


To A/DCI 


This •ntlrs matter was reviewed again in OSI 

and I [indicated that Pete ScovUle 

thought it better to simply furnish Senator 
Symington with the facts without suggesting a 
draft response to the constituent. OSI has 
carefully considered whether or not the portion 
expressed is classified and thev^b»U»ve it is not. 





ohn Sv' Warner 




FR 


AD/SI 1 



ii n HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER 


ME, address and PHONE NO. 


DATE 


1961 


I9P047-6 


Replaces Form 30-4 
which may bo used. 


u. S. government printing office : 1955- 
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CENTRAL Intelligence Agency 
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


TO 

NAME AND ADDRESS 

INITIALS 

DATE 

1 

OSI 



2 

145 Barton 



3 




4 




5 
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ACTION 


DIRECT REPLY 


PREPARE REPLY 


APPROVAL 


DISPATCH 


RECOMMENDATION 

- 

COMMENT 


FILE 


RETURN 


CONCURRENCE 


INFORMATION 


SIGNATURE 


I Remarks ; 

Per our telephone conversation of this 
afternoon. Please make letter for General 
Cabell's signature as Ac ting. a 


juaa b, Whrner 

1 / ^ / 


here to return to sender 


FROM: NAME. ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 


OGC/LC - 221 East 


nnu uA ^ 


FORM NO. 00 7 
I APR 55 2o/ 


Oil 


Replaces Form 30-4 
which may ho used. 


DATE 




SECRET 


90047-6 


(40) 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFRCE ; 1955—0-342531 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
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SECRET 


Central Intelligence Agency 

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP 


TO 

NAME AND ADDFRESS 

INITIALS 

DATE 

1 

Deputy Director /Intelligence 



2 

Legislative Counsel, 



¥ 

<tl a/ A- 4. I..V 

Deputy Director of Centr^ Ii 

[j 
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ACTION 


DIRECT REPLY 


PREPARE REPLY 

3 

APPROVAL 


DISPATCH 


RECOMMENDATION 


COMMENT 


FILE 


RETURN 

1-2 

CONCURRENCE 


INFORMATION 

4 

SIGNATURE 





Remarks 



FROM: NAME. ADDRESS AND PHONE NO. 


AD/SI 145 Barton Hall 


190047-6 


FORM NO. OQ7 
I APR 55 I 


Replace Form 30-4 
which may be used. 


(40) 

U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955 -0-342S31 
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